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Needs for method development in archaeological researches are mainly expressed about sampled data management but also about their statistical analysis and finally their mapping representation. Unfortunately no software is available offering an efficient association of these three methods. In the best case some information management tools have been developed from the database engines, which are currently included in different office suites. After having queried these databases, one generally conducts spatial analyses with some GIS office software.

However only few archaeologists are using GIS softwares, being the only ones to have made an effort to master these complex tools. Often and because of its technicality, only one and a unique person in a team is able to use these GIS softwares.

Having noticed this phenomenon, the author has been developing applications for 2 years in the frame of some archaeological researches, especially those related to the Paris basin program. These applications are designed to match the initial needs, their evolution and also too. Easily distributed and simple to use, they can be mastered by every researcher for its daily needs without any difficulty. Currently they are developed in a VBA language and based on the database engine from Microsoft Access and on the ActiveX MapwinGIS component. 

Integrating this module in the database's Human Machine Interface allowed not only to associate further graphic representation functions but offered some more possibilities too as database querying through the cartography and spatial join via the dynamic integration of attribute files (“.dbf” files). This development represents a new approach in archaeology, a « third kind» of software solution between the database management and a classical GIS.

